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Geophysics – Land development 
and property 
RSK is the UK’s largest, most qualified environmental service provider in the housing sector. 
By causing minimal environmental impact, RSK’s unrivalled ability helps developers to get 
the most out of their assets. 

We provide geophysical surveys at any stage of a project’s life cycle, from conducting initial, 
pre-acquisition, reconnaissance surveys and site assessment, through planning, design and 
construction, to post-project validation surveys. RSK, offers a one-stop-shop solution and 
provides an integrated and phased approach to meet your environmental and engineering 
site-investigation needs.

In addition, our in-house SafeGround service provides complete-coverage, buried-utility 
mapping using the latest ground penetrating radar and radiodetection techniques. The 
results of the service tracing can be surveyed onto a topographic computer-aided design 
(CAD) plan of the site to provide a comprehensive view of the risks underground. RSK is 
licensed by OfCom for the use of ground-penetrating radar. 

Key benefits of a geophysical survey
Environmental – non-invasive with minimal ground disturbance  ■

Rapid data acquisition and coverage of large sites ■

Site-wide reconnaissance to highlight areas of potential contamination without exposing  ■

personnel to hazards

Optimisation of conventional borehole and trial-pit investigation programmes ■

Applications 
Buried utility mapping  ■

Brownfield site surveying to locate buried  ■

structural remains, piles, foundations, 
basements and tanks

Contaminated land mapping ■

Locating mineworkings and voids ■

Surveying structures and concrete  ■

Topographical surveying. ■

Key projects
Tideway Wharf, St James Homes Battersea, 
London, UK
A full underground utility survey as part of the 
plans for a £325 million, waterfront residential 
development

Vega, Bellway Homes, Colchester, UK
An electromagnetic survey of a brownfield site, 
a former, diesel-engine works, to determine 
the location of foundation remnants, services, 
tanks, contamination hot spots and other 
buried obstructions

Bridges Wharf, Weston Homes, Battersea, UK
Structural investigation of the concrete slab and 
foundations of a new flat development using 
high-resolution ground-penetrating radar

Inset: Surveying of buried service traces using our total station equipment.

Electromagnetic plot of a brownfield site showing a 
slab in situ (bottom left), piles (upper left) and land with 
insignificant remnants (upper right).


